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Bulgarian

Typology of Bulgarian morphosyntax

• Slavic language traditionally spoken in Bulgaria and the Black sea and Aegean
regions

• Atypical for a Slavic language
• Very limited case marking in nouns
• Definite marking
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Definiteness in Bulgarian

Definiteness typically

Definiteness marking

• Definite suffixes distinguish between definite and indefintite phrases

(1) a. kol-a
car-sg.f
‘a car’

b. kol-a-ta
car-sg.f-def
‘the car’
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Definiteness in Bulgarian

Definiteness typically

Definiteness in complex phrases

• The definite suffix attaches to the leftmost inflectable word in a phrase

(2) a. Gospodin-ăt
Sir.sg.m-def

si
refl.dat

zakup-i
buy-3.sg.aor

zelen-i-te
green-pl-def

očil-a.
glasses-pl

‘The gentleman bought the pair of green glasses.’
b. Uvažaem-i-jat

honorable-sg.m-def
gospodin
Sir.sg.m

si
refl.dat

zakup-i
buy-3.sg.aor

hubav-i-te
pretty-pl-def

zelen-i
green-pl

očil-a.
glasses-pl

‘The honorable gentleman bought himself the pair of beautiful green
glasses.’
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Definiteness in Bulgarian

Definiteness typically

Inflectability and definiteness marking

• With an inflectable adjective

(3) Po-loš-a-ta
comp-bad-sg.f-def

novin-a
news-sg.f

dojde
come-3.sg.aor

po-kăsno.
comp-late

‘The worse news came later.’

• With an uninflectable adjective

(4) Po-kofti
comp-bad

novin-a-ta
news-sg.f-def

dojde
come-3.sg.aor

po-kăsno.
comp-late

‘The worse news came later.’
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Definiteness in Bulgarian

The problematic phenomenon

Egati

• egati seems to semantically break definiteness marking

(5) a. Tova
this

e
is
mnogo
very

gotin-o.
cool-sg.n

‘This is very cool.’
b. Tova

this
e
is
mnogo
very

gotin-o-to.
cool-sg.n-def

‘This is the very cool one.’

(6) Tova
this

e
is
egati
egati

gotin-o-to.
cool-sg.n-def

‘This is f***ing cool.’
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Definiteness in Bulgarian

The problematic phenomenon

Egati goes against the leftmost rule
• Usual behavior of numerals

(7) a. edn-a
one-sg.fwireless-sg.fearphone-sg.f

bezžičn-a slušalk-a

‘one/a wireless earphone’
b. edn-a-ta

one-sg.f-def
bezžičn-a
wireless-sg.fearphone-sg.f

slušalk-a

‘the one wireless earphone’

(8) * edn-a
one-sg.fwireless-sg.f-def

bezžičn-a-ta
earphone-sg.f

slušalk-a

‘This is f***ing cool.’, rarely ‘This is the f***ing cool one.’

• Numerals used with egati

(9) Sega
now

edin
one.sg.m

egati
egati

nacepen-i-ja
ripped-sg.m-def

tip
guy.sg.m

mi
me

predlag-a
offer-3.sg.prs

4S.
4S

‘Now a crazy ripped guy is offering me an iPhone 4S.’
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HPSG Analysis

Popova’s Definiteness Principle

• modified version of Popova’s (2000) HPSG analysis of the Bulgarian definite
article

• cat feature def which can carry the values + or −
• The Definiteness Principle:

If at least one of the daughters of a phrase or of a complex-morph is marked
def+, then the mother node also bears the marking def+. Otherwise it is
def−.
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HPSG Analysis

Updated Definiteness principle

• No need for a binary value
• New def value 𝐸
• ‘𝐸 > + > −’ hierarchy
• Minimal recursion semantics (MRS) Copestake et al.’s (2005)
• a unary rule, which projects an 𝑁 ’ to an 𝑁𝑃 and contributes a quantifier:

NPs with the def𝐸 or − feature receive the semantic relation udef_q. Those
with def+ contribute the quantifier def_q.
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HPSG Analysis

How the feature def behaves

• Contrasting an indefinite and a definite phrase

N[cat [def−], cont [udef_q]]

N′[def−]

Adj[def−, mod 1 ]

červena
red

1 N′[def-]

kola
car

N[cat [def+], cont [def_q]]

N′[def+]

Adj[def+, mod 1 ]

červenata
red-the

1 N′[def-]

kola
car
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HPSG Analysis

Lexical item
⎡
⎢
⎢
⎢
⎢
⎢
⎢
⎢
⎢
⎢
⎢
⎢
⎢
⎢
⎢
⎢
⎢
⎢
⎣

phon ⟨𝑒𝑔𝑎𝑡𝑖⟩

cat

⎡
⎢
⎢
⎢
⎢
⎢
⎢
⎢
⎢
⎣

head

⎡
⎢
⎢
⎢
⎢
⎣

adv

mod
⎡
⎢
⎢
⎢
⎣

cat [head noun ∨ adj
def + ]

cont [ltop 1
ind 2 ]

⎤
⎥
⎥
⎥
⎦

⎤
⎥
⎥
⎥
⎥
⎦

def E
spr ⟨⟩
comps ⟨⟩

⎤
⎥
⎥
⎥
⎥
⎥
⎥
⎥
⎥
⎦

cont

⎡
⎢
⎢
⎢
⎢
⎢
⎣

ltop 3
ind 2

rels ⟨[
egati
lbl 3
arg1 1

]⟩

hcons ⟨⟩

⎤
⎥
⎥
⎥
⎥
⎥
⎦

⎤
⎥
⎥
⎥
⎥
⎥
⎥
⎥
⎥
⎥
⎥
⎥
⎥
⎥
⎥
⎥
⎥
⎥
⎦
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HPSG Analysis

Definiteness marking with mnogo ‘very’

V[comps ⟨⟩]

1NP[nom]

tova
this

V[comps ⟨ 1 ⟩]

V[comps ⟨ 1 , 2 ⟩]

e
is

2 Adj[def–]

Adv[mod 3 ]

mnogo
very

3 Adj[def–]

gotino
cool

V[comps ⟨⟩]

1 NP[nom]

tova
this

V[comps ⟨ 1 ⟩]

V[comps ⟨ 1 , 2 ⟩]

e
is

2 NP[def+]

N′[def+]

Adj[def+]

Adv[mod 3 ]

mnogo
very

3 Adj[def+]

gotinoto
cool.def

N[def-]

_
one
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HPSG Analysis

Definiteness marking with egati

V[comps ⟨⟩]

1 NP[nom]

tova
this

V[comps ⟨ 1 ⟩]

V[comps ⟨ 1 , 2 ⟩]

e
is

2 Adj[def E ]

Adv[def E, mod 3 ]

egati
egati

3 Adj[def+]

gotinoto
cool.def
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HPSG Analysis

Full sentence example
V[comps ⟨⟩]

Adv[mod 1 ]

sega
now

1 V[comps ⟨⟩]

2 NP[def E, nom]

N′[def E, nom]

Adj[def–, mod 3 ]

edin
one

3 N′[def E, nom]

Adj[def E, mod 5 ]

Adv[def E, mod 7 ]

egati
egati

7 Adj[def+, mod 5 ]

nacepenija
ripped.def

5 N′[def–, nom]

tip
guy

V[comps ⟨ 2 ⟩]

4 NP[dat]

mi
me

V[comps ⟨ 2 , 4 ⟩]

V[comps ⟨ 2 , 4 , 6 ⟩]

predlaga
offer

6 NP[acc]

4S
4S
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Conclusion

Conclusion

• Definite suffixes distinguish between definite and indefintite phrases

• These suffixes attach to the leftmost inflectable word in a phrase
• Phrases which contain egati use a definite suffix but:

• they do not carry definite meaning
• they can break the leftmost rule

• Analysis built upon Popova’s (2000)
• The cat feature def does not have to be binary
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